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! STRENGTH OP ' 








THE NINE SKIES. 











































































You'Re JUST 
SUGARCOATING YOUR 

worps. in truth, You'Re 
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THAT THE BROKEN FISTS 
SECT HAS SEAIEP THEIR 







































GROUP... 



AMP THAT'S WHSN I 
CAUGHT SIGHT OP THOSS 



"MY ANGER IS IMMEASURABLE...” 





“HOWEVER, MY LORD IS DIFFERENT!’ 



“AT SUCH A YOUNG AGE, HE WITHSTOOD 
NUMEROUS TORTURES AND DID HIS BEST 
TO TRAIN IN HIS MARTIAL ARTS.” 



“WHAT A CRAZY LAD...’ 


“BECAUSE OF THIS, I MUST DO WHATEVER 
I CAN IN ORDER TO ENDURE AS WELL... 
NO, I MUST ENDURE...!” 


“CONTIM TO ENDURE... 

UNTIL THE DAT MY LORO 
REAPPEARS. THAT IS mi 
MUST ENTER INTO THE 
CENTRAL HEAVENLY ALLIANCE.. 

AND IN ORDER TO BECOME 
SOMEONE WHO CAN PROVIDE 
AS MUCH SUPPORT AS I CAN 
FORHIM... 



I MUST DO MY BEST TO ATTAIN 
A POSITION OF POWER!” 





HOWEVER, I NEVER ONCE GAVE UP. 

BUT RATHER, 

I WORKED MY ASS OFF. 



THAT WAS HOW I SPENT THE NEXT 
THREE YEARS OF MY LIFE. AT NIGHT, I CONTINUED 
TO RELENTLESSLY TRAIN IN THE MARTIAL ARTS THAT 
WAS GIVEN TO ME BY LORD... 




AND DURING THE DAY, I DID MY BEST 
TO SERVE THE LEADER OF THE XINGNING 
BRANCH, YANGMAN-CHEOK. 



WITHOUT REST... I POURED MY BLOOD, 
SWEAT, AND TEARS INTO EACH AND EVERY 
DAY FOR THREE YEARS, AND EVENTUALLY, 
THEIR SUSPICIONS DIMINISHED. 



NO... I WAS ACKNOWLEDGED. 


THAT WAS HOW I BECAME YANG 
MAN-CHEOK’S RIGHT HAND MAN. 






WITHOUT ANY HESITATION, 

I OFFERED MY SUPPORT TO THEM. 



OF COURSE, YANG MAN-CHEOK 
DIDN’T SEND ME OFF THAT EASILY... 




BUT THAT WAS HOW I STARTED 
MY JOURNEY AS THE LOWEST RANKING 
MEMBER IN THE CENTRAL HEAVENLY 
ALLIANCE’S SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE... 

f ' 

w 


AND AFTER SOME TIME, I WAS EVENTUALLY 
ACKNOWLEDGED ONCE MORE. 



I WAS QUICKLY PROMOTED TO 
THE LEADERSHIP POSITION WITHIN THE 
‘SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE’. 



THE ‘SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE’ WAS ONE 
OF THE FEW PLACES WHERE THEY CONTAINED 
MANY SECRETS AND INNER WORKINGS OF THE 
CENTRAL HEAVENLY ALLIANCE...! 

IT WAS A GROUP THAT WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
UNCOVERING AND GATHERING HIDDEN INFORMATION 
REGARDING THE MOVEMENTS OF OUR ENEMIES. 


MY JOB WAS TO DELIVER ALL 
SORTS OF INFORMATION TO THE CENTRAL 
ADMINISTRATIVE BUREAU. 


BECAUSE OF THIS... 


I DID MY BEST IN ORDER TO 
SPREAD THE NEWS REGARDING THE 
DEATH OF JIN MU-WON... 



ALTHOUGH I WAS UNABLE TO VISIT 
THE CITY OF NANJOO AS OFTEN AS I 
WANTED, DUE TO THE DISTANCE... 
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I WAS ABIE TO SLOW THE 
SPREAD OF THE POISON DUE TO THE 
‘THREE FOUNDATIONAL CULTIVATION 
TECHNIQUE’... 


BUT IT SEEMS I’VE REACHED MV LIMIT. 


I WONDER HOW MUCH 
LONGER I CAN LAST... 


IT WOULD SEEM... 


JUST LIKE MV 
FELLOW COMRADES WHO 
TURNED INSANE... 


I GUESS I’LL END UP BECOMING JUST LIKE THEM. 


THE TEACHINGS THAT IPERSONALLV 
LEARNED FROM MV SECT LEADER... 


THE THREE FOUNDATIONAL CULTIVATION TECHNIQUE... 


IS THIS REALLY ALL 
THAT I SURMOUNT TO? 


HWANG-CHEOL... 

EVEN UNTIL DEATH, VOU’RE STILL 
TALENTLESS AS EVER. 



...HUH? 


HAHA... I GUESS NOW THAT I’M NEARING 
MV DEATH, I’M STARTING TO HALLUCINATE. 



SECTLEAPER...? 



























THAT’S BECAUSE... 





HOW MANY MONTHS HAS IT 
BEEN? MY MEMORY IS FOGGY. 



BUT ALL I REMEMBER IS 
THAT WE WERE JUST ABOUT TO REACH THE 
PROVINCE OF UNNAM... 



WHEN WE WERE SUDDENLY 
AMBUSHED BY SOME UNKNOWN BANDITS, 
AND WERE KIDNAPPED BY THEM. 















IT’S THANKS TO THE FACT THAT 
I DIDN’T COMPLETELY LOSE MY SENSES THAT 
I WAS ABLE TO FORCEFULLY BLOCK OFF MY 
BLOOD FLOW, WHICH ALLOWED ME TO SLOW 
THE SPREAD OF POISON. 











HOWEVER, IF I MOVED EVER SO SLIGHTLY... 

THE BLOOD THAT HAD BEEN BARELY BLOCKED 
OFF WOULD EVENTUALLY BE UNDONE, AND THE 
POISON WOULD RAMPANTLY SPREAD... 


SO I HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO 
HOLD STILL. 


THE ONLY THING I COULD DO WAS TO 
FERVENTLY MEDITATE THE TEACHINGS OF THE ‘THREE 
FOUNDATIONAL .CULTIVATION TECHNIQUE’... 


WHICH ALLOWED ME TO 
BARELY HOLD ON TO MY LIFE. 
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TUB LAST PESCENPANT OF 
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THE WHITE DRAGON MERCHANT TROUPE 
DECIDED TO SUSPEND ALL ACTIONS... 


IN ORDER TO ALLOW ELDER TANG TO TREAT THE THIRD 
YOUNG MASTER WITHOUT ANY DISRUPTION. 


I GUESS THEY HAVE A LOT OF MONEY TO SPARE. 


BUT THEN AGAIN... IT’S NOT LIKE 
MONEY IS AN ISSUE FOR THEM. 
































SINCE I STUDIED IT EVERY 
SINGLE DRY FOR THREE YEARS... 



I REALIZED ONE DAY THAT I HAD MEMORIZED 
IT ALL EVEN IF I DID NOT PROPERLY UNDERSTAND 
EVERYTHING IT WAS TELLING ME. 



THAT’S WHY WHEN I SECLUDED 
MYSELF IN THE MOUNTAINS... 


I WAS ABLE TO CONTINUE MY TRAINING, 
WHICH ALLOWED ME TO STRENGTHEN WHAT I 
HAD LEARNED PREVIOUSLY BEFORE... 



AND AS FOR THE OTHER BASIC FOUNDATIONS 
THAT I NEVER FULLY UNDERSTOOD... 




I WOULD CONTINUOUSLY RECALL THE TEACHINGS 
THAT I HAD MEMORIZED IN ORDER TO FIRMLY ESTABLISH 
WHATEVER FOUNDATIONS I WAS LACKING IN... 



SO THAT WAS HOW I SPENT THE PAST 7 YEARS, 
RELENTLESSLY TRAINING THE MARTIAL SCROLL THAT 
I HAD MEMORIZED. 
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THE LEGEND OF BEING UNDEFEATED, DAM 
SOO-CHEON’S ‘ONE HUNDRED MAN CHALLENGE'... 



AFTER SUFFERING HIS FIRST HUMILIATING 
DEFEAT AT THE NORTHERN HEAVENLY SECT, HE SWORE 
TO HIMSELF THAT HE WOULD BECOME STRONGER THAN 
ANYONE ELSE. 
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THE THREE EYED SCHOLAR, HA JIN-WOl, WAS 
ALREADY FAMOUS FOR BEING THE SON OF A POOR FARMER 
WHO SELF STUDIED HIS WAY TO OUR RANKS. 


1 


WE EXCHANGED PLEASANTRIES REGARDING THE 
ASTROLOGY OF THE HEAVENS, WARFARE TACTICS, AND 
STRATEGIES BUT IT SOON TURNED INTO A DEBATE. 








OUR POINT OF VIEW, PHILOSOPHY, AND PERSONALITY 
WERE POLAR OPPOSITES FROM EACH OTHER... 


HOWEVER, THE ONE THINS I COULD ACKNOWLEDGE 
WAS THAT THIS MAN WAS INDEED A GENIUS. 



I FELT THREATENED. 


HOW SHOULD I PUT IT... 
ACCORDING TO MY INTUITION, IF I JUST 
LEFT HA JIN-WOL ALONE, I KNEW THAT HE 
WOULD ONE DAY SURPASS ME AND TAKE 
OVER MY POSITION. 








THAT IS WHY I DECIDED TO CHALLENGE HIM 
USING MY FAMILY’S DIVINE POWER AND HAVE HIM LEARN 
THE TRUE MEANING OF DOUBTING ONESELF. 



I USED THE FULL FORCE OF THE WEST GATE 
FAMILY’S ‘TEN THOUSAND TACTICS OF THE NINE 
POINTS OF WAR’, WHICH HAD BEEN CULTIVATED 
FOR OVER A HUNDRED YEARS... 


I’M SURE HE’S NEVER LOST 
ONCE IN A BATTLE OF WITS... 



GENIUSES LIKE HIM ARE TOO FULL OF 
THEMSELVES, SINCE THEY ARE ALWAYS PRAISED 
TO BE THE BEST IN THE WORLD... 









SO IT WAS PROBABLY VERY HARD FOR 
HIM TO UNDERSTAND THAT HE HAD SUFFERED HIS 
FIRST HUMILIATING DEFEAT. 


NOT TO MENTION... 


SINCE HIS FIRST DEFEAT WAS CAUSED 
BY THE ‘TEN THOUSAND TACTICS OF THE NINE 
POINTS OF WAR', HE MOST LIKELY SUFFERED 
SOME SORT OF MENTAL DAMAGE. 
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JANG PAE-SAN.' 
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THE PUCE THAT HOLDS THE FACTION THAT 
DESTROYED THE ‘NORTHERN HEAVENLY SECT’. 



THE CENTRAL HEAVENLY ALLIANCE... HMM... 


THEN AGAIN, A LOT OF THINGS HAVE 
ALREADY HAPPENED. 



THE TITLE, ‘NORTHERN BLADE’, 
IS QUICKLY BEING SPREAD... 



AND SOON, MANY WILL LOOK TO UNCOVER 
THE TRUTH OF MY IDENTITY. 



ITS A FATE THAT WAS BOUND TO HAPPEN. 






























































HE WAS ABLE TO UTILIZE THE TANG 
FAMILY'S SPECIAL ACUPUNCTURE TECHNIQUE 
WHICH IS DONE BY TWO PEOPLE. 


mmizct> /icopoftcwi 








THIS REQUIRES HIM TO APPLY THE NEEDLES IN THE 36 VITAL 
POINTS OF THE BODY IN ONE BREATH, AND EACH OF THE NEEDLES 
HAD TO BE PLACED WITH VARYING DEPTHS. 


AFTERWARDS, HE DREW OUT THE POISONOUS 
Q! FROM THE INTERNAL MERIDIANS. 



ONCE THE POISONOUS Ql WERE REMOVED 
FROM MASTER YOON’S BODY, HE WAS ABLE TO MAKE 
A SWIFT RECOVERY. 















THAT'S I 



H 






















































































4 


































































































HAPPENED HERE? 
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SO, YOUNG JUNIOR... 



SHOULD 8E 


DYING BY MY HANDS. 







